Author's Purpose:
What the author is trying to accomplish through the writing.
P:  PERSUADE (to convince you to do/buy/think something)
    -Letters to the Editor
    -Columnists (political)
    -Advertisements that want you to buy something
What do you do with aluminum cans? Do you throw them in the trash, or do you recycle when you are finished with them? At the rate we are filling our landfills, we will not have anywhere else to put our trash. If you recycle, you will help the environment. The next time you throw away your Coke can, think about putting it in a recycling bin. Your effort will help save your community.

I:  Inform (explain, teach, tell)

--Textbooks (Social Studies, Science, Math)

--Newspapers

--Some advertisements that announce events
Most people think that gorillas are mean, but actually they are shy. It seems that such a huge animal with very large teeth would be aggressive. Hollywood movies help convey this image of the scary, ferocious gorilla. In fact, gorillas only attack if they are provoked. However, gorillas usually don't have to fight other animals because of their impressive size.
E:   Entertain (for pleasure, make you laugh)
--Novels-- stories with characters, plot, conflict, etc.
--Comic strips
--Some political cartoons
--songs (parodies)
--satires
It was a glorious morning in Alabama. The sun was shining through the trees. Alan couldn't wait to find his fishing pole and call his friend Sam to go fishing. They had a great time on these early morning fishing trips. They took their dogs with them and the dogs would swim in the lake while they fished. It was so funny to watch those dogs paddle around the lake.
S:  Share an experience 
--Newspaper/ magazine columns in 1st Person POV
--Chicken Soup for the Soul books
A response regarding a student's embarrassing situation:
Well I had a band concert on Monday. I am one of the best trumpets in the school (9th grade). Well I had some solos and ripped some high notes and when we got done and everyone was done clapping, My dad yelled "Atta Boy ANDREW!!!" and everyone just started laughing.
A girl writes to get advice from a newspaper columnist:
Dear Amy:
I am a 15-year-old girl. I just started high school and have a great family and tons of friends.
About three years ago my family moved to Ohio from California.
Even though I have a great new life in Ohio, I miss California a lot. I still don't feel like it's home here. I would give anything to go back.
I have tried talking to my mom about it, but she seems to push the problem away by telling me that the schools here are better or that there are different seasons here. But I still can't shake the feeling of sadness.
I know we are here in Ohio for a reason, but I can't seem to accept that.
I keep in touch with friends and family in California (calling them at least once a week and e-mailing), but I don't know what else to do.
Wants to Go Home
Practice these on your own.
Read and submit answers.  See how you do!
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