Literature:  POETRY 
Most students DREAD reading poetry, 
especially on tests.

Here's a simple clue:
READ POETRY LIKE ANYTHING ELSE-- like a story.  

Here are some basic things to know and understand about the poems you will read.  

The Form of a poem - The elements of form are number of lines, rhyme, rhythm, number of stanzas, and (for us) rules of grammar (standard or nonstandard).





Stanza - a group of lines of poetry, like a paragraph, set off usually by a blank space. Poets create stanzas for a reason. The lines belong together.

Each color represents a STANZA...


"Thank You, Friend"
By Joanna Fuchs
Thank you, friend, for all the things
That mean so much to me--
For concern and understanding
You give abundantly.
Thanks for listening with your heart;
For cheering me when I'm blue;
For bringing out the best in me;
And just for being you.
Thanks for in-depth conversation
That stimulates my brain;
For silly times we laugh out loud;
For things I can't explain.
For looking past my flaws and faults;
For all the time you spend;
For all the kind things that you do,
Thank you; thank you, friend.



Rhyme - The repetition of sound, almost always to achieve an effect or to create a rhythm.  

end rhyme is the repetition of the end sounds of the words at the ends of lines of poetry;  
            see,  be;  smart, heart

near rhyme or off rhyme or slant rhyme is not quite true or pure - "tree" rhyme with"hurry";

internal rhyme rhymes a word in the middle of a line of poetry with a word elsewhere in the line.

Rhyme Scheme:  The pattern of poems that rhyme.  It usually refers to END RHYMING poems...

 (see below this line)
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Little Boy Blue 
 
Little Boy Blue, come blow your horn,                          A
The sheep's in the meadow, the cow's in the corn.      A
Where's the little boy who looks after the sheep?        B
Under the haystack, fast asleep.                                  B
Will you wake him? No, not I,                                       C
For if I do, he's sure to cry.                                           C

Rhyme Scheme:  AA BB CC
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Little Miss Muffet 
 
Little Miss Muffet, sat on a tuffet,                              A
Eating her curds and whey;                                      B
Along came a spider, who sat down beside her        C
And frightened Miss Muffet away.                             B

Rhyme Scheme:  ABCB


Rhythm 
The beat or pattern of stressed and unstressed lines.  For example, read the following .


Here is a sample of rhythm using LIMERICKS (just in time for St. Patrick's Day!)
· Rhyme Scheme (Review of the section above this)
The last words of the first, second, and fifth lines all rhyme with each other. We’ll call those rhyming words “A,” however the words could be “ Peru,” “shoe,” and “true” as illustrated in the first poem below or “Tim,” “swim,” and “him” as illustrated in the second poem below. And the last words of the third and fourth lines rhyme with each other. We’ll call those rhyming words “B,” however the words could be “night” and “fright” in the first example or “dock” and “rock” in the second example.
· Rhythm Pattern: 
The first, second, and fifth lines all have this rhythm pattern: 


da DUM da da DUM da da DUM (notice there are 3 DUMS or beats). 
da's are UNSTRESSED syllables (no emphasis); 
 DUM's are STRESSED syllables



Say, “There once was a fellow named Tim” out loud. Now say, “da DUM da da DUM da da DUM” out loud. Notice that both have the same rhythm.

 The third and fourth lines have a different rhythm pattern: da DUM da da DUM (notice there are 2 DUMS or beats). Say, “He fell off the dock” out loud. Now say “da DUM da da DUM” out loud. Notice that both have the same rhythm.
Here is a very famous limerick. Notice both the rhyme and rhythm patterns.
	1.
	There was an old man from Peru, (A) 
da DUM da da DUM da da DUM (3 DUMS)

	2.
	who dreamed he was eating his shoe. (A) 
da DUM da da DUM da da DUM (3 DUMS)

	3.
	He awoke in the night (B)
da DUM da da DUM (2 DUMS)

	4.
	with a terrible fright, (B)
da da DUM da da DUM (2 DUMS)

	5.
	and found out that it was quite true. (A) 
da DUM da da DUM da da DUM (3 DUMS)


A Clumsy Young Fellow Named Tim
1. There once was a fellow named Tim (A)
2. whose dad never taught him to swim. (A)
3. He fell off a dock (B)
4. and sunk like a rock. (B)
5. And that was the end of him. (A)
Notice that the rhyme pattern (AABBA) and the rhythm pattern (3 DUMS, 3 DUMS, 2 DUMS, 2 DUMS, 3 DUMS) are almost identical to the rhythm and rhyme patterns in the “Man from Peru” limerick.



Many poems do not use rhythm.
Free verse - poetry which does not have a regular rhythm, rhyme scheme, or form. Some free verse poems also do not use punctuation or capitalization, or they otherwise break the rules of grammar.



Example of a FREE VERSE POEM:  
"Winter Poem"
 by Nikki Giovanni
once a snowflake fell
on my brow and i loved
it so much and i kissed
it and it was happy and called its cousins
and brothers and a web
of snow engulfed me then
i reached to love them all
and i squeezed them and they became
a spring rain and i stood perfectly
still and was a flower

Alliteration - The repetition of sound within a line of poetry (or prose).  We will watch for two types of alliteration:


consonance - is the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words within a line of poetry - "Slanting silver slits of rain."

assonance - the repetition of vowel sounds (a, e, i, o, u, ou, ea, etc.) - 
"I wore a fleecy green jacket easy and tall."



Couplet - two (2) lines of poetry which are a self-contained unit, often rhyming and often one sentence (but not always).


Pumpkins on Guard
Look at all the pumpkin faces
Lighting up so many places.
On the porch and in the yard,
Pumpkin faces standing guard.
Looking friendly, looking mean,
With a smile or with a scream.
Orange faces burning bright
In the cool October night.
---

From:  Halloween Night by Charles Ghigna 
Other Poetry Concepts to know:
 
· Imagery—words that describe a scene so you can picture it in your mind
· Speaker—Who is speaking/telling the story?  From whose voice is the poem spoken? 
· Occasion—why was the poem written? What event or situation?
· Audience—To whom is the speaker addressing? 
·  To whom is he/she speaking?
· Purpose—Why is the poet speaking? 
· For what reason is the poet addressing the audience?
· What is the speaker’s goal?
·  

· Subject—What is the general subject of the poem about?  Summarize it.
·  

· Tone—What is the attitude expressed by the speaker or the poet?
Examine the choice of words (connotations), emotions expressed, imagery used to determine the speaker’s attitude.
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